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WASHINGTON — John F. 
Kennedy knew about the 
planned Bay of Pigs invasion 
during the 1960 presidential 
. campaign, according to two 
newspapermen. 

The assertion appears in a 
Look magazine article by 
; Thomas B. Ross and ■ David 
Wise. Ross is a member of the 
Washington bureau of the Chi. 
cago Sun-Times, and Wise is 
chief of the Washington bureau 
of the New York Herald Trib- 
'une. 

Richard M. Nixon charged 
lii his hook, “Six Crises,” that 
Kennedy as a candidate re- 
ceived a Central Intelligence 

■ Agency briefing on the pro- 
posed Cuban operation. 

In 1962, following publication 
.of the book, the White House 

■ issued a denial that was sup-., 

. ported by Allen W. Dulles, wli'o; 
had retired as CIA director in! 
1961. t ! 

The White House said that) 
Kennedy’s briefing by Dulles in! 
1960 had been general in na-i 
"lure. It said Kennedy "was noti 
told ... of the training of : 
troops outside of Cuba' or of any! 
plans for ‘supporting an inva-| 
■sion of Cuba.’ ” 


there is some evidence that 
Kennedy did not want to be 
briefed on operational matters 
such, as the Cuban invasion 
— because this. might have lim- 
ited his freedom of action.; . 

“In any event, Nixon’s dis- 
pute ‘with Kennedy : and 
Dulles . . . missed the point. 

"Regardless of the content of 
the CIA briefings, the Kennedy 
camp had learned informally 
from other sources that an exile 
invasion was hatching.” 

| Ross and Wise wrote that 
Nixon, the Republican presiden- 
tial candidate, “was hoping for 
the invasion before Nov. 8” on 
the theory he would win the 
election easily “if the Eisen-- 
bower administration destroyed 
Fidei Castro in the closing days 
of the presidential campaign.” 

: And this, according- to the 


newspapermen, "was exactly 
what the Kennedy strategists 
hoped would not happen." 

The abortive invasion oc- 
curred in April, 1961. 


The magazine article was’ 
adapted from a Ross-Wise book,' 
"The Invisible Government,"' 
which will be published in June! 
by Random House. 


' Dulles described the Nixon 
charge as a “misunder- 
; standing” and said the brief. 
; ings “did not cover our own 
government’s plans or pro- 
grams for action, overt or 
, covert,” 


Ross and Wise do not dispute! 
the White House version of the 
CIA briefings. But they say 
Kennedy had knowledge of the 
.invasion plans from other 
sources. 

According to the Look arti- 
„clc: 


“Exactly what was said dur- 
ing Dulles’ briefings of Kennedy 
. . . will never be knows Hoc. 
certain, since the meeting' 
top secret and unrecorded. But 
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